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T\ural  T)isfricf. 


Nantwich 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  T.  Turner. 

Population  at  Census  1901 — '23,196. 

Estimated  Population  at  middle  of  1905 — 23,376. 

Area  in  Acres — 98,458. 

Birth-rate  per  1000  living — 25' 1. 

Death-rate  per  1000  living — i2'i. 

Death-rate  from  principal  Zymotic  Diseases — ro. 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births — 88. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. — The  whole  district  has  been  divided  for  registration  pur¬ 
poses  into  four  sub-districts.  These  are  as  follows : — 

1.  — Crewe,  having  an  area  of  31,145  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  11,164.  It 

includes  Batherton,  Bartliomley,  Basford,  Blakenhall,  Bridgemere,  Checkley-cum- 
Wrinehill,  Chorlton,  Crewe,  Doddington,  Haslington,  Hatherton,  Hough,  Hunsterson, 
Lea,  Rope,  Stapeley,  Walgherton,  Warmingham,  Weston,  Willaston,  and  Wybunbury, 
and  parts  of  Church  Coppenhall,  Shavington-cum-Gresty,  and  Wistaston. 

2.  — Nantwich,  with  an  area  of  21,300  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,468,  includes 

Acton,  Aston-juxta-Mondrum,  Austerson,  Baddington,  Brindley,  Burland,  Cholmon- 
deston,  Code  Pilate,  Edleston,  Faddiley,  Henhull,  Hurleston,  Leighton,  Minshull 
Vernon,  Poole,  Stoke,  Woolstanwood,  and  Worleston. 

3.  — Bunbury  has  an  area  of  20,979  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  4,122.  It  comprises 

the  townships  of  Alpraham,  Bickerton,  Bulkeley,  Bunbury,  Calveley,  Cholmondeley, 
Church  Minshull,  Egerton,  Haughton,  Peckforton,  Ridley,  Spurstow,  Wardle,  and 
Wettenhall. 


4. — Wrenbury,  which  has  an  area  of  25,034  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  4,622.  It 
includes  Audlem,  Baddiley,  Broomhall,  Buerton,  Chorley,  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley, 
Hankelow,  Newhall,  Sound,  Woodcott,  and  Wrenbury-cum-PYith. 


The  Census  returns  for  the  Rural  District  were  as  follows : — 


Males.  Females. 

Crewe .  5,478  ...  5,506 

Nantwich  .  1,763  ...  1,705 

Bunbury  .  2,052  ...  2,070 

Wrenbury  .  2,278  ...  2,344 


11,571  ...  11,625 


Totals. 

10,984 

3,46B 

4,122 

4,622 


23,196 


In  calculating  the  death-rates  of  the  District,  all  deaths  of  non-residents  of  the  District 
dying  at  the  Workhouse  Men’s  Hospital  have  been  excluded,  and  all  known  deaths  of  residents 
occurring  in  Institutions  outside  the  District  have  been  included,  and  have  been  referred  to  their 
proper  sub- Districts. 

The  birth-rates  for  the  four  sub-districts  were  respectively  27^4,  21*9,  20'6,  and  26-i. 

The  death-rates  for  the  same  sub-districts  were  respective!}'  i2‘9,  io'o,  ir8,  and  i2’3- 
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The  death-rate  was  o’5  lower  than  in  1904,  and  with  the  solitary  exception  of  1903  was  lower 
than  in  any  of  the  ten  years  of  which  I  have  record. 

The  birth-rate  was  lower  by  2‘8  than  in  1904.  It  has  never  been  lower  than  at  present 
during  any  of  the  ten  years  of  which  I  have  record,  and  only  on  one  occasion  (in  1900)  has  it 
been  as  low.  The  continued  decline  in  the  birth-rate  of  this  Rural  District,  in  common  with  that 
of  the  country  generally,  is  most  deplorable.  It  cannot  for  a  moment  be  contended  that  parents 
are  now  less  able  to  provide  for  their  offspring  than  they  were  years  ago.  It  can  only  mean  that 
they  are  unwilling  to  undertake  the  trouble,  expense,  and  responsibility  of  rearing  a  family, 
although  they  are  quite  willing  to  undertake  the  other  responsibilities  of  matrimony. 

Infant  Mortality. — Fifty-two  of  the  deaths  registered  as  occurring  among  the  residents  of 
the  Rural  District  were  those  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  A  complete  classification  of 
these  deaths  will  be  found  in  Table  V  appended  to  this  report.  It  is  noteworthy  that  only  one  of 
these  deaths  was  ascribed  to  tuberculosis,  and  that  only  three  deaths  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age,  (the  age  of  milk-drinking,)  were  ascribed  to  this  disease. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  from  1896  to  the  year  under  consideration,  were  respec¬ 
tively  77,  90,  64,  68,  56,  54,  56,  53,  59,  and  52.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  a 
steady  decline  in  infant  mortality,  which  is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation,  and  shows,  I 
think,  that  more  attention  than  formerly  is  given  to  the  feeding  and  management  of  infants. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease 

(a)  Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  responsible  for  one  death  during  the  year,  that  of  a 

child  aged  twelve  months,  who  died  at  Haslington  in  October.  This  is  the  first  death 
from  this  disease  which  has  occurred  since  1901. 

(b)  Measles. — This  disease  caused  three  deaths  during  the  year: — that  of  a  child  aged  two 

years,  at  Worleston,  on  April  2nd  ;  that  of  a  child  aged  9  months,  at  Willaston,  in 
February;  and  that  of  a  child  aged  6  months,  at  Hathertou,  on  April  4th. 

(e)  Diphtheria  and  Mp:mbranous  Croup. — The  deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  four. 
They  were  as  follows: — on  February  13th,  a  child,  aged  3  j^ears,  at  Leighton  ;  on 
April  8th,  a  child,  aged  5  years,  at  Acton;  on  Mar.  16th,  a  child,  aged  9  months,  at 
Haslington;  on  December  17th,  a  girl,  aged  13  years,  at  Audlem. 

(d)  Diarriicea. — This  disease  was  responsible  for  ten  deaths.  With  three  exceptions  the 

deaths  were  those  of  young  children.  The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  Town¬ 
ships : — Worleston,  Weston,  Shavington,  Church  Coppenhall,  Newhall,  Wrenbury, 
and  Bunbur}’. 

(e)  Whooping  Cough. — Six  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  disease.  Three  of  these  deaths 

occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  two  in  children  over  one  year  and  under 
five  years  of  age,  and  one  in  a  child  aged  seven  years.  They  occurred  in  the  following 
Townships: — Buubury,  Church  Coppenhall,  Shavington,  Newhall,  Weston,  and  Wor¬ 
leston. 

Influenza. — This  disease  was  certified  as  the  cause  of  only  one  death  during  the  year. 

Phthisis. — N  iueteen  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  disease  during  the  year.  This  is  equivalent 
to  a  death  rate  of  o-8  per  1000  living.  The  death-rates  from  this  disease  for  the  previous  five 
years  were  respectively  C75,  o'6,  o'38,  o'3,  and  o'6. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases. — Three  deaths  were  ascribed  to  tubercular  diseases  other  than 
Phthisis. 

Lung  Diseases  other  than  Phthisis. — This  group  of  diseases  caused  the  deaths  of  34 
persons  during  the  year.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  i'4  per  1000. 
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Heart  Diseases. — Forty-one  persons  were  registered  as  having  died  from  Heart  Diseases. 
This  gives  a  death-rate  of  17  per  1000. 


Inquests. — Inquests  were  held  concerning  the  deaths  of  24  persons  belonging  to  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year. 

The  causes  of  death,  as  returned  by  the  Coroner,  were  as  follows: — 


Suffocation  . 

Choleraic  Diarrhoea . 

Drowning . 

Falls  from  Carts  . 

Fall  from  Train  . 

Apoplexy  . 

Bronchitis . 

Imperfect  Inflation  of  Lungs.... 

Hanging  . 

Failure  of  Circulation  in  Lungs 

Heart  Disease  . 

Convulsions  . 

Burns . 

“Suicide  ” . 

Cut  Throat  . *. . 

Inflammation  of  Lungs  . 

Fractured  Thigh  . 


1  case 

1  „ 

3  cases 

2  „ 

1  case 

3  cases 
1  case 


2  cases 

1  case 

2  cases 
1  case 


Total  .  24  cases 


Uncertified  Deaths.  Seven  deaths  were  entered  in  the  Register  without  the  certificate  of  a 
Registered  Medical  Practitioner,  or  of  the  Coroner  after  Inquest. 

The  causes  of  death  as  entered  were  as  follows : — 

Measles  .  1 

Probably  Convulsions .  1 

Probably  Asthma .  1 

Probably  Heart  Disease  .  4 


case 
>  * 

*  1 

cases 


Sickness. — -During  the  year  155  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  They  were  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Membranous  Croup 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Fever.... 
Erysipelas  . 


123  cases 

14  » 

2 

3 


Total  .  155  cases 


The  following  Table  shows  at  a  glance  the  state  of  the  District  as  regards  Infectious 
Diseases  and  the  deaths  resulting  therefrom  during  the  past  ten  years. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  and  DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

during  the  Years  1896—1905. 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 

DEATHS. 

Year. 

Smallpox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

M  embra- 

notis  Croup 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas 

Total  Ann¬ 

ual  Notifi¬ 
cations 

Smallpox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Membra¬ 

nous  Croup 

* 

J-  SJ 

<u  > 

w 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Total 

Deaths 

1896 . 

IO9 

9 

8 

4 

2 

... 

132 

6 

6 

8 

I 

2 

23 

1897 . 

1  1  7 

1 1 

4 

I 

IO 

T43 

4 

3 

I 

2 

10 

1898  . 

94 

16 

4 

I4 

x4 

142 

4 

1 

X 

5 

t 

1  2 

i899 . 

59 

27 

ii 

2 

x4 

1  >3 

2 

4 

I 

... 

7 

1900 .  . 

164 

9 

•7 

3 

9 

I 

i5 

201 

5 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

10 

1901 . 

79 

3° 

1 

7 

5 

6 

128 

1 

8 

I 

2 

2 

x4 

1 902 . . . . 

2 

20 

73 

... 

4 

2 

9  * 

1 1 0 

13 

... 

i 

14 

i9°3 . 

2 

33 

24 

X 

4 

10 

74 

5 

I 

2 

8 

x9°4 . 

I 

79 

5 

4 

3 

18 

1  1 0 

... 

1 

I 

2 

4 

1905  . 

i  23 

14 

2 

3 

2 

1 1 

*55 

1 

4 

I 

... 

6 

(a)  Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  twenty-three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  I 
have  prepared  the  table  given  below  to  show  the  incidence  of  the  disease  on  the  various  Townships. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  twenty-seven  Townships  (excluding  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,) 
were  affected  with  Scarlet  Fever.  In  most  of  these  the  cases  were  sporadic,  and  showed  no  par¬ 
ticular  tendency  to  spread.  In  Willaston,  Shavington,  Haslington,  and  Audlem  there  was  at  different 
times  a  tendency  to  epidemic  prevalence.  At  Willaston  the  cases  occurred  during  the  earlier 
months  of  the  year.  I  could  not  in  this  case  trace  infection  to  attendance  at  school,  and  so  no 
special  action  with  regard  to  the  schools  was  taken.  At  Haslington  a  similar  condition  of  affairs 
existed  in  the  later  months  of  the  year.  There  was  no  clear  evidence  of  school-infection,  but  there 
was  abundance  of  hearsay  evidence  that  during  the  absence  of  myself  and  the  Inspector  from  the 
village  there  was  very  great  laxity  in  the  isolation  of  the  affected  children.  At  Audlem  the  cases 
occurred  chiefly  during  October,  November  and  December.  In  this  case  I  considered  that  I 
had  clear  evidence  that  the  infection  was  conveyed  at  school,  and,  as  I  could  not  find  the  child 
or  children  who  brought  the  infection  to  school,  I  was  compelled  to  ask  for  the  closure  of  the 
schools  during  the  month  of  December,  a  measure  which  immediately  brought  the  outbreak  to  a 
standstill.  At  Shavington  the  conditions  were  practically  the  same  as  at  Willaston  and 
Haslington. 
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SCARLET  FEVER  NOTIFICATIONS,  1905. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

;  Totals. 

Alpraham  . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Audlem  . 

4 

1 

6 

8 

2 

2 1 

Baddington . 

1 

1 

Barthomley . 

1 

1 

Bridgemere  . 

X 

i 

Brindley  . 

1 

... 

1 

Broomhall  . 

.  . 

2 

2 

5 

9 

Buerton  . 

2 

2 

4 

Cholmondeley . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Cholmondeston  . 

.  .  . 

3 

3 

Church  Coppenhall... 

1 

1 

Code  Pilate . 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

'j 

O 

Crewe  . 

1 

...  2 

3 

Doddington . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Haslington  . 

1 

2 

7 

1 

C 

1 

2 

20 

Hatherton  . . 

X 

1 

2 

Lea  . 

7 

7 

Poole  . 

2 

2 

Rope  .  .  . . . 

1 

1 

Shavington  . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

I 

1 

1 3 

Stapeley  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

Warm ingham  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Weston  .  . . 

... 

... 

1 

0 

1 

Willaston . 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Wistaston .  .  .. 

•  •  . 

... 

,  ,  , 

... 

3 

3 

Worleston  . 

1 

...  ... 

1 

Wybunbury . 

.  •  . 

| 

2 

2 

Workhouse  Infirmary. 

I 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

7 

7 

8 

5 

1 

7 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

3  i 

| 

23 

18 

6 

123 

( b )  Puerperal  Fever. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during  the  year.  They 
were  as  follows  : — -one,  a  woman  at  Wettenhall,  aged  32,  reported  on  May  1st ;  the  other,  a  woman 
at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  aged  35,  reported  on  July  2nd.  The  former  unfortunately  proved 
fatal.  I11  neither  case  was  a  registered  midwife  in  attendance. 

(V)  Enteric  Fever. — Three  cases  were  reported  during  the  year.  A  man,  aged  50,  was 
notified  on  May  gth,  from  Church  Coppenhall.  He  was  a  night-soil-man  in  the  employ  of  the 
Crewe  Corporation,  and  may  have  been  infected  when  at  wrork.  A  young  man,  aged  28,  was 
notified  from  Acton  on  October  12th.  It  was  difficult  to  account  for  this  very  clear  case,  as  the 
young  man  had  not  been  away  from  home  for  many  weeks,  and  no  case  in  the  family  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  had  occurred  for  years.  He  had  been  engaged  a  short  time  previous  to  his 
illness  in  emptying  cesspools,  and  may  have  been  thus  infected.  On  Nov.  6th,  a  man,  aged  40, 
was  reported  from  the  Workhouse  Infirmary.  It  was  clear  that  he  had  been  infected  before 
coming  to  the  Workhouse.  As  he  was  not  a  Rural  Resident  I  cannot  give  any  account  of  his 
sanitary  surroundings  previous  to  his  admission.  The  case  from  Actor  was  removed  to  the 
Crewe  Isolation  Hospital,  where  he  made  a  good  recovery. 

(d)  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the 
year  at  Audlem,  Code  Pilate,  Acton,  Crewe,  Barthomley,  Doddington,  Haslington,  Eeighton, 
Willaston,  Stapeley,  Wistaston,  and  Worleston.  Fourteen  of  the  cases  were  reported  as  Diph- 
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theria  and  two  as  Membranous  Croup.  In  every  case  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  was 
full}7  enquired  into,  and  if  any  defects  were  found  they  were  as  far  as  possible  put  right.  The 
occurrence  of  true  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  places  widely  separated,  and  without  any  apparent  con¬ 
nection  with  previous  cases  of  the  disease,  and  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  without  any 
gross  sanitary  defect  being  discoverable,  is  a  fact  for  which  I  have  not  yet  found  a  satisfactory 
explanation. 

(<?)  Erysipelas. — Eleven  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during  the  year.  They 
occurred  at  Aston -juxta- Mondrum,  Bunbury,  The  Workhouse  Infirmary,  Haslington,  Willaston, 
Shavington,  and  Wybunbury. 

(/)  Measles. — This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  year  in  several  portions  of  the 
District.  There  was  a  sharp  outbreak  at  Worleston  in  March  and  April,  which  necessitated  the 
closure  of  the  school.  There  was  a  sharp  outbreak  also  in  Stapeley  and  Hatherton,  which 
necessitated  the  closure  of  the  Broad  Lane  School. 

(g)  Whooping  Cough  was  epidemic  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  District  in  the  middle 
of  the  year. 

Sanitary  Administration.  -— The  same  methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  outbreaks  have 
been  employed  as  in  former  years.  The  Inspector  has  succeeded  in  securing  the  improvement 
of  a  number  of  premises  during  the  year.  His  report,  which  I  append,  gives  details  of  his  work. 

Schools. — The  Schools  at  Worleston,  Broad  Lane,  Bunbury,  and  Audlem  were  closed  for 
short  periods  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious  outbreaks.  The  sanitary  condition  of  a 
number  of  the  older  schools  of  the  District  is  by  no  means  perfect  as  yet,  although  a  considerable 
improvement  is  noticeable  in  many  of  them  since  the  last  Education  Act  came  into  operation. 
In  one  case  I  have  had  to  threaten  to  report  the  insanitary  condition  of  a  school  to  the  Education 
Department  if  improvement  was  nvot  effected.  The  improvement  is  now  in  a  fair  way  for  being 
carried  out. 

Isolation. — A  Smallpox  Hospital  has  been  kept  aired  and  in  order  for  the  reception  of 
patients,  but  has  not  been  used  during  the  year.  The  Hospital  at  Worleston,  intended  for  the 
reception  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Enteric  Fever,  is  now  erected  and  is  in  process  of  being 
furnished  I  expect  that  within  the  next  two  months  it  will  be  ready  to  receive  patients.  Two 
cases  have  been  isolated  in  the  Crewe  Hospital  during  the  year,  one  being  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
from  Doddington,  and  the  other  a  case  of  Enteric  Fever  from  Acton. 

Disinfection. — In  a  few  cases  clothing  and  bedding  have  been  disinfected  at  Crewe.  The 
new  Hospital  is  fitted  with  a  good  steam  disinfector,  which  will  shortly  be  in  use,  a  man  having 
been  appointed  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  manage  it.  In  the  disinfection  of  infected  rooms 
reliance  has  been  placed  on  the  thorough  washing  of  the  walls,  floors,  and  ceilings  with  a  good 
disinfectant,  followed  where  possible  by  a  thorough  lime-washing. 

Rivers  Pollution. — The  streams  entering  the  District  from  the  Staffordshire  border  are  still 
much  complained  of.  Their  condition  is  at  times  very  bad.  The  river  Weaver  is  still  much 
polluted  by  the  sewage  of  Nantwich  and  Crewe,  though  to  a  less  extent  by  the  latter  than  in 
former  years.  I  trust  that  within  a  comparatively  short  time  Nantwich  sewage  will  be  kept  out 
of  the  stream. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  work  of  supervising  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  had  due 
attention  during  the  year.  A  considerable  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  condition  of  the 
registered  premises. 

Drainage. — The  problem  of  effectually  draining  the  large  villages  of  the  District  still  calls 
for  the  attention  of  the  Council.  Many  complaints  have  been  received  of  the  condition  of  these 
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villages  during  the  year.  As  regards  Haslington  a  decision  has  been  arrived  at  to  sewer  the 
village  if  the  Local  Government  Board  will  consent  to  the  formation  of  a  special  drainage  district 
consisting  of  the  urban  portion  of  the  Township.  At  Willaston,  Shavington,  Audlem,  and  Broad 
Lane  (Stapeley,)  nothing  further  has  been  done  by  the  Council. 

Water  Supply. — Full  information  as  to  this  matter  is  given  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report  which 
I  append.  An  effort  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  to  supply  Audlem,  Austerson,  Bad- 
dington,  Hankelow,  Broomhall,  Hatherton,  Sound,  Dodcott,  Newhall,  and  Wrenbury.  These 
Townships  are  badly  in  need  of  a  public  supply. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  much  improved  as  to  their  sanitary  condition.  In  very  few, 
if  in  any  cases  is  there  now  reason  for  complaint  on  that  score. 

Diseased  Meat. — Early  in  the  year  I  seized  at  Haslington  two  carcases  of  beef,  which  were 
diseased  and  unfit  for  food.  The  Council  subsequently  ordered  the  prosecution  of  the  butchers, 
who  were  both  convicted  and  fined.  Various  carcases  have  been  examined  by  request  during  the 
year,  and  have  been  destroyed,  with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  where  they  have  been  found  to  be 
unfit  for  food. 

Anthrax. — A  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred  among  cattle  during  the  year  in 
this  District.  No  case  of  infection  of  human  beings  has  occurred  during  1905. 

Scavenging. — The  work  of  the  scavengers  employed  by  the  Council  at  Audlem,  Shavington, 
Church  Coppenhall,  Willaston,  and  Haslington,  is  reported  on  favourably  by  the  Inspector. 

Canal  Boats. — The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  is  appended  hereto.  Although  I 
can  readily  believe  that  the  condition  of  these  boats  has  been  greatly  improved  since  the  passage 
of  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  fit  and  proper  places  for 
children  to  live  in,  or  in  fact  to  be  considered  as  the  home  of  any  members  of  a  family,  I  know 
that  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  clearing  tbe  children  out  of  the  boats,  but  I  cannot  think 
that  these  difficulties  are  insuperable.  A  considerable  number  of  boatmen  already  have  houses 
on  land,  and  what  is  done  voluntarily  by  some  should  be  made  compulsory  on  all.  I  understand 
that  a  Royal  Commission  will  probably  sit  to  consider  the  question  of  the  Canals.  I  trust  that 
the  condition  of  the  people  employed  on  them  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  this  Commission. 

Midwives.  —The  registered  midwives  of  the  District  have  been  regularly  visited  and  have 
been  as  far  as  possible  instructed  in  their  duties  under  the  Midwives  Act.  A  report  has  been 
sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  supervision  of  these 
women  will  have  a  good  effect. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  -  Systematic  inspections  of  these  places  have  been  made  during 
the  vear,  and  a  table  giving  information  required  under  this  head  is  appended  to  this  report. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses. — Although  a  considerable  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  provision  of  good  cottages  on  some  of  the  large  estates  in  the  District,  there  is  still  great 
need  for  improvement  in  this  matter.  I  am  convinced  that  one  great  means  of  keeping  people 
in  the  rural  districts  is  the  provision  of  proper  habitations  in  which  a  family  can  be  brought  up 
decently.  A  good  cottage  let  at  a  reasonable  rent  is  never  allowed  to  remain  empty  for  any 
length  of  time  in  this  District,  and  this  fact  among  others  convinces  me  that  there  is  room  in 
many  of  the  townships  for  more  cottages  than  are  at  present  provided.  There  are  many  cottages 
in  this  District  which,  though  suitable  enough  foraman  and  wife  and  say  one  or  two  children,  are 
not  by  any  means  suitable  for  the  bringing  up  of  a  family  of  anything  like  considerable 
proportions. 

If  anything  can  be  done  to  cheapen  the  construction  of  good  cottages  a  boon  will  be  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  community;  but  I  am  sure  that  to  render  building  cheaper  by  removing  the 
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safeguards  against  jerry-building,  which  safeguards  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  applying  of  reasonable 
building  bye-laws,  is  a  retrograde  step,  and  one  which  is  bound  in  the  long  run  to  be  harmful  to 
the  community.  It  is  as  necessary  in  the  country  as  in  the  town  to  make  sure  that  a  building  is 
stable  in  construction,  reasonably  proof  against  fire,  properly  drained,  lighted,  floored,  and 
roofed,  and  provided  with  the  proper  out -offices  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  dwelling,  and  that 
proper  yard  or  garden  space  is  allowed  to  each  house,  for  the  drying  of  clothes,  etc.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  also  in  my  opinion  that  regulations  should  exist  as  to  the  construction  of  pigstyes,  hen-runs, 
etc.,  and  as  to  the  distance  which  shall  separate  these  from  the  dwelling.  The  building  of  cottages 
must  uot  be  rendered  cheaper  by  rendering  it  possible  or  easy  to  build  insanitary  ones,  or 
ones  likely^  in  a  few  years  to  decay  or  become  insanitary.  I  am  convinced  however  that  much  is 
possible  in  the  matter  of  using  cheaper  building  materials  than  are  at  present  in  use. 

The  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Home  Office  are 
attached  hereto,  as  also  are  the  reports  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Davenport,  Surveyor,  Inspector  of  Canal 
Boats,  and  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds;  and  of  Mr.  J.  Storev,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

R.  T.  TURNER,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Nantwich , 

February  24th,  iqob. 


TABLE  I.— NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  For  Whole  District. 


Total  Deaths  regist’d  in  theDistrict. 

Total 

deaths 

Deaths 
of  Non- 

De’thsof 
residents 
regist’d 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
beyond 
the 

District 

Under  One  Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

INdl  xJ  call  lb  ill 

all  ages  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Population 
estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

I 

in 

Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District 

residents 
regist’d 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District 

Year. 

Number 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate.  * 

Number 

Rate.* 

Number 

Rate.  * 

1896 

23382 

639 

27'3 

77 

123 

.  .  . 

336 

I4'3 

1897 

23483 

653 

27-8 

90 

137 

.  .  . 

379 

J5'9 

1898 

23580 

613 

25'9 

64 

1 04 

.  .  . 

344 

I4‘I 

1899 

23777 

609 

256 

68 

1 1 2 

•  .  . 

355 

142 

1900 

23777 

597 

25-1 

56 

94 

... 

.  .  . 

369 

1 5  ‘5 

1901 

23200 

608 

26'2 

54 

88 

295 

I2'7 

1902 

23230 

6 1 1 

26-3 

56 

91 

356 

1S'3 

35 

27 

9 

338 

14T 

1903 

23268 

604 

25‘9 

53 

87 

291 

12-5 

30 

26 

5 

270 

1 1  6 

1904 

23304 

65i 

2  T9 

59 

90 

3°4 

13-0 

25 

2  I 

1 1 

294 

1 2  -6 

Averages 

13-6 

for  years 

1 896- -1 904. 

23444 

620 

26-5 

64 

103 

3*7 

1 3*6 

3° 

24 

1 2 

331 

1905 

23376 

589 

25’1 

52 

88 

303 

i  2  9 

17 

26 

8 

285 

1 2  ■  1 

*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  aud  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  98,458. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...23,196) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  4,964  >  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  4'9  ) 


TABLE  II. — ■  NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  Sub-Districts. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

I. 

CREWE. 

2. 

NANTWICH 

3* 

BUNBURY. 

4.  WREN  BURY 

Year 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
year. 

Births 

registered. 

It 

d 

V 

Deaths  under 

1  Year 

Population  esti¬ 
mat’d  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mat’d  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

d 

c/5 

5  & 

d 

V 

V 

JZ 

d  M 

V 

Population  esti¬ 
mat’d  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births 

registered. 

d 

cti  c/5 

a  & 

d  ^ 

1) 

Deaths  under 

1  Year. 

1896 

I  I  I  41 

31 5 

146 

41 

3538 

78 

66 

9 

3  io5 

76 

5 1 

7 

5597 

170 

7' 

20 

1897 

1 1 248 

3U 

1 7 

55 

3538 

95 

82 

I  2 

3  io5 

93 

45 

8 

5597 

150 

81 

15 

1 898 

1 1 340 

3 1 1 

161 

35 

3538 

90 

64 

8 

3  *°5 

80 

53 

5 

5597 

132 

66 

l6 

i899 

H547 

308 

163 

40 

3538 

87 

78 

14 

3 1  °5 

99 

49 

6 

5597 

”5 

65 

8 

1 900 

1 1547 

3 '3 

173 

22 

3538 

79 

58 

1 2 

4°59 

90 

61 

9 

4643 

1  '5 

77 

13 

1901 

10984 

312 

13° 

25 

3468 

83 

45 

8 

4122 

94 

53 

1 2 

4622 

1  22 

54 

9 

1902 

11028 

3°3 

171 

28 

3468 

82 

52 

13 

4122 

IOI 

5° 

8 

4622 

1 25 

65 

7 

1903 

11036 

320 

1 20 

3° 

3468 

82 

56 

7 

4122 

8 1 

39 

6 

4622 

1 2  1 

55 

1 0 

1904 

11092 

325 

144 

37 

3468 

84 

5 1 

15 

4122 

99 

46 

5 

4622 

'43 

53 

2 

Averages 
of  years 

11220 

3*3 

153 

35 

35°7 

84 

6. 

1 1 

3652 

90 

5° 

7 

5058 

132 

65 

1 1 

1896-- 1904 

1905 

11164 

307 

144 

3° 

3468 

76 

35 

6 

4122 

85 

46 

7 

4622 

1 2  i 

57 

9 

12 


TABLE  III.— NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Notified  in  1905. 


Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 

Total  Cases  notified 
in  each  locality. 

N  0.  of  Cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each  locality 

Notified  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages 

AT 

AGES 

— YEARS. 

Bun- 

bury 

Wren- 

bury 

Nant¬ 

wich 

Bun- 

bury 

Wren- 

bury 

Under 

1 

x  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Crewe 

Nant¬ 

wich 

Crewe 

Diphtheria  . 

14 

2 

I  I 

I23 

■J 

I 

8 

I  O 

3 

2 

5 

1 0 

I 

Membranous  Croup  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

I 

1 

78 

6 

J 

9 

'j 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

7' 

I 

I 

6 

36 

I 

' 

... 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0 

2 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

2 

... 

1 

i 

Totals  . 

'55 

38 

87 

ft 

22 

2 

87 

23 

8 

37 

1 

1 

... 

Isolation  Hospital — Crewe  Isolation  Hospital. 


TABLE  IV.— Cat  jses  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1905. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or 
district,  at 

belonging  to  whole 
subjoined  ages. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
localities,  (at  all  ages.) 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District 

!  All 
Ages 

1 

Under 

1 

Year 

i  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
T5 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 
65 

1 

'65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Crewe 

Nant¬ 

wich 

Bun- 

bury 

Wren- 

bury 

Measles  . 

3 

2 

1 

... 

2 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

6 

3 

2 

I 

... 

3 

1 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

I 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

1 

. . . 

I 

1 

... 

Diarrhoea  .  . 

10 

7 

3 

5 

'l 

d> 

2 

•  .  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

1 

I 

.  .  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ... 

19 

... 

2 

15 

2 

9 

2 

5 

3 

... 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . 

3 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease . 

8 

4 

4 

3 

... 

1 . 

4 

I 

Bronchitis  . 

25 

6 

1 

7 

1 1 

14 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Pneumonia . 

1 6 

3 

2 

I 

5 

5 

10 

2 

2 

2 

I 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs  . 

'j 

O 

1 

2 

I 

1 

1 

I 

Alcoholism.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 1 

2 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Premature  Birth . j 

3 

3 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

2 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition... 

5 

... 

I 

4 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

2 

... 

Heart  diseases . 

41 

1 

I 

17 

22 

f  7 

6 

9 

9 

3 

Accidents  ..  . . 

1 2 

2 

2 

I 

5 

2 

5 

2 

2 

D 

Suicides  . 

J 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

... 

All  other  causes  . 

"9 

23 

2 

6 

7 

22 

59 

68 

■13 

18 

20 

7 

All  Causes  . 

TO 

OO 

1  N 

S2 

14 

11 

17 

84 

107 

144 

35 

49 

57 

17 

The  Institutions  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  tables  are  Men’s  Hospital, 
Worleston ;  Women’s  Hospital,  Nantwich ;  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary;  Liverpool  Royal  Infir¬ 
mary  ;  and  Crewe  Cottage  Hospital. 


The  Union  Workhouse  is  partly  within  and  parti}’  without  the  District,  but  the  Male  and 
Female  Hospitals  are  both  within  the  Rural  District. 


TABLE  V.— NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1905,  23,376. 

Births  in  the  year  I  !fgiU(matef  55=>- 
(illegitimate  37. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  285. 
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NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES,  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1. -INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  . 

5 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops  . 

46 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces . 

3 

... 

Homeworkers’  Premises . 

2 

Tot a  i . 

56 

.  .  . 

2.  -DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
Prosecutions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts ; — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

5 

5 

... 

Total  . 

5 

5 

... 

3. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number  of 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Homework  : — 

Lists  received  . 

2 

20 

Addresses  of  Outworkers  received  from  other  Authorities . 

1 

Total  number  of  Workshops  011  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1905  . 

46 

15 


SURVEYOR’S  REPORT,  1905. 


WATER  SUPPLY. — No  water  mains  have  been  laid  by  the  Rural  District  Council  during 
the  year  1905,  but  additional  mains  have  been  laid  by  private  owners  in  Cholmondeley  800  yards 
and  in  Wettenhall  1,810  yards,  making  together  a  total  of  2,610  yards;  this  if  added  on  to  the 
length  of  mains  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  would  make  a  total  of  277,541  yards,  or  157^  miles  of 
mains  laid  in  the  Rural  District.  Mains  laid  by  private  owners  prior  to  1901  have  not  been 
included. 

Seventy-eight  additional  houses  have  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains 
during  the  past  year,  making  a  total  of  4,110  houses  supplied  by  mains  in  the  District  since  1879. 

The  consumption  of  water  throughout  the  whole  district  during  1905  has  been  65,771,000 
gallons  and  in  addition  to  this  1,233,000  gallons  have  been  supplied  to  Bickley,  for  the  Malpas 
Rural  District  Council.  The  consumption  per  house  per  day  for  1905  was  547  gallons  and  the 
consumption  per  head  of  population  per  day  was  io'q. 

The  pressures  throughout  the  District,  I  believe,  have  been  generally  satisfactory  and  no 
complaints  of  any  moment  have  been  received. 

With  respect  to  projected  water  works,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  question  of  the  payment  for 
water  for  trade  purposes  will  have  to  be  satisfactorily  settled  before  any  great  extension  of  new 
water  works  can  be  entertained. 

The  Stapeley  Water  Works  are  in  good  order  but  the  drought  in  1905  has  been  so  great  at 
times  as  to  affect  many  water  works  depending  on  rainfall,  like  these  works  are,  and  the  reservoir 
had,  at  times,  to  be  supplemented  from  the  upper  mains. 

SEWERAGE. — Considerable  discussion  has  taken  place  with  reference  to  the  sewerage  of 
the  larger  villages,  and  meetings  of  the  Council  and  of  the  rate-payers  have  been  held  to  discuss 
the  question.  In  Haslington  a  Drainage  Area  has  been  proposed,  and  in  Willaston  works  of  a 
temporary  nature,  with  a  view  to  postponing  a  general  scheme,  have  been  suggested.  What  the 
ultimate  result  of  all  these  discussions  and  meetings  will  be  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  speculate 
upon,  as  probably  some  decisive  action  will  shortly  be  taken. 

PUBLIC  LIGHTING. — The  public  lighting  of  the  townships  of  Audlem,  Crewe,  Acton, 
Willaston  and  Shavington,  has  been  duly  carried  out.  Shavington-eum-Gresty,  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  voted  by  a  small  majority  of  the  rate-payers  the  lighting  of  the  Township  “a  nuisance,” 
and  the  lighting  of  this  township,  for  the  present,  has  been  suspended. 

P'ACTORIES,  Etc. — There  have  been  again  no  applications  for  the  certifying  of  new 
factories  during  the  year. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. — Plans  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  new  buildings  in  the  district 
were  passed  by  the  Council  in  1905,  as  follows: — 


i6 


New  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

New  Outbuildings .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Alterations  and  Additions,  etc...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slaughter-houses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Laundries ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  123 


which  makes  a  total  of  2,567  plans  for  new  buildings  sanctioned  within  the  Rural  District  since 
these  Urban  Powers  were  first  obtained  in  1875,  as  follows: — 


Audlem  ...  . ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Shavington  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

Bunbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Willaston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Haslington  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  330 

Church  Coppenhall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  696 

Other  Townships...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  745 


Total... 


2567 


The  inspection  of  all  new  buildings  is  necessarily  included. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. — The  re-inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies,  referred  to  in 
previous  reports,  has  been  going  on  during  1905,  and  this  simultaneously  with  arrangements  for 
the  alteration  of  other  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  various  parts  of  the  District. 

Forty-four  re-inspections  have  been  reported  to  the  Council ;  of  these,  the  Regulations  have 
been  duly  carried  out  in  nineteen  cases;  some  improvements  have  been  made  in  ten  cases,  and 
nothing  at  all  has  been  done  in  15  cases.  In  the  latter,  in  ever}'  case,  Regulations  have  been 
promised  to  be  carried  out  in  the  present  year. 

The  necessary  requirements  under  the  Dairies  Order  are  going  on  on  the  estates  of  Lord 
Cholmondeley,  Lord  Combermere,  Sir  Delves  Broughton,  Captain  Walthall,  Mr.  A.  Starkey,  Mr. 
Loyd  and  others. 

Plans  have  been  received  from  some  agents  and  letters  from  all  of  them  stating  the  progress 
of  the  work. 

There  are  now  359  names  on  the  Register  of  Cowkeepers,  13  having  been  added  in  1905  and 
30  taken  off. 

There  is  undoubtedly  with  some  a  certain  amount  of  unwillingness  to  go  to  the  expense  of 
carrying  out  the  Regulations  and  the  Council  would  do  well  to  insist  upon  their  being  properly 
carried  out  where  this  is  the  case,  or  else  to  let  the  law  take  its  course.  Fair  progress  is  being- 
made,  but  in  many  cases  alterations  requiring  very  considerable  sums  of  money  to  carry  out,  are 
sure  to  require  patience,  perseverance  and  firmness. 

CANAL  BOATS. — A  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
attached  to  this  report. 

LETTERS. —  Nine  hundred  and  nine  letters  have  been  written  during  the  year. 

JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


February  2nd.  igo6. 
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Inspections  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  for  the  year  1905. 


The  inspections  have  continued  of  a  satisfactory  kind  during  the  year  past,  1905. 

Fifty-four  boats  have  been  fully  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  particulars  journalized. 
Forty-six  boats  entirely  conformed  to  the  laws  and  regulations  and  there  were  nine  infringements 
on  eight  boats. 

There  was  an  absence  of  certificate  in  one  case  (Rover).  There  was  one  case  of  certificate 
not  identifying  owner  with  boat  (Vivid.)  Painting  was  required  for  one  boat,  the  “Stoke,”  and 
some  repairs  for  six  boats  (Stephen,  Dorritt,  Vivid,  President,  Fritz  and  Sea-King.)  I  have  no 
complaints  under  the  heads  of  “Marking,”  “Overcrowding,”  “  Partitions  separating  sexes,” 
“Females  over  12  years  of  age  improperly  occupying  cabins,”  “Cleanliness,”  “  Removal  of  bilge 
water,”  “Ventilation,”  “Without  pump,”  “Refusal  of  admittance  to  inspector,”  “No  proper 
Water  Vessel,”  or  “  Double  bulkheads  where  required.” 

No  reports  of  infectious  disease  on  the  canals  have  been  made  to  me  and  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  case  of  infectious  disease  in  connection  with  the  canals  of  this  district  during  the  year. 

There  were  five  cases  of  dilapidated  certificates  which  have  been  reported  and  the  promise 
of  new  copies  obtained. 

We  have  taken  no  legal  proceedings  during  1905.  Those  previously  taken  appear  to  have 
been  effective. 

In  all  cases  complaints  in  connection  with  the  regulations  have  been  brought  before  the 
owners  and  satisfactory  replies  received.  Where  boats  have  come  under  re-inspection  these 
promises  have  been  found  to  have  been  carried  out.  The  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Co.  can  be 
relied  upon  to  carry  out  their  promises  in  these  matters  and  owners  now  generally  follow  in  their 
footsteps. 

There  were  thirty  women  on  the  fifty-four  boats  inspected  and  thirty  children,  twenty  being 
children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  years  and  ten  being  children  of  5  years  of  age  and  under. 
On  seven  boats  there  were  women  and  no  children  and  011  seventeen  boats  there  were  women  and 
children,  and  on  twenty-seven  boats  there  were  men  only  on  board.  Twenty-seven  boats  were 
the  only  homes  of  those  occupying  them,  and  twenty-seven  captains  had  homes  in  addition  to 
their  boats. 

Sunday  and  week-day  services  of  a  religious  character  are  still  held  at  Barbridge. 

I  would  again  refer  to  the  improvements  required  in  the  fore  cabins  of  these  narrow  boats 
even  to  improving  them  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  if  that  is  necessary,  and  to  the  suggestion  in  the 
last  Local  Government  Report  of  excluding  all  children  of  school  age  from  canal  boats  under  a 
fine,  except  during  the  holidays,  a  suggestion  which  is  worthy  of  the  highest  consideration  and 
which  I  hope  it  will  receive. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  satisfactory  to  report,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  good  work  in 
progress  and  more  foreshadowed. 


30th  December,  igoj. 


J.  A.  DAVENPORT,  C.E., 

Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 
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Report  of  INSPECTOR  of  NUISANCES,  for  1905. 


I  beg  to  submit  a  Summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  past 
year. 

In  addition  to  my  ordinary  inspections,  I  have  made  a  Sanitary  Survey  of  263  dwelling- 
houses  situate  in  various  parts  of  your  district,  special  attention  being  paid  to  the  construction  of 
the  houses,  means  of  drainage,  out-offices,  water  supply,  etc  Where  defects  were  discovered 
they  were  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  persons  responsible  for  their  rectification. 

One  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  good  Sanitation  is  to  have  pure  air  and  clean  surroundings, 
free  from  offensive  accumulations  and  stagnant  pools  of  water.  It  is  common  to  find  that  tenants, 
either  from  pure  ignorance,  or  gross  negligence,  wilfully  ignore  these  conditions,  and  this 
neglect  generally  gives  a  clue  to  their  personal  habits. 

A  number  of  letters  have  been  sent  to  me  by  tenants  stating  that  the  drains  in  connection 
with  the  premises  in  their  occupation  were  choked.  On  inspection  I  have  invariably  found  that 
the  cause  of  chokage  was  due  to  their  neglecting  to  empty  the  cesspool  or  allowing  foul  deposits 
to  accumulate  in  the  gulley  into  which  their  sewage  is  discharged. 

In  some  of  the  better  class  property  where  baths  are  provided  complaints  have  been  made 
to  me  of  offensive  smells  in  the  bathrooms,  especially  in  cases  where  the  baths  and  lavatories  are 
boxed  in.  The  causes  of  smells  are  invariably  found  to  be  produced  by  foul  untrapped  waste 
pipes,  which  have  become  coated  with  putrid  organic  matter,  the  outlets  of  which  discharge  into 
a  hopper-head  fixed  against  the  external  wall ;  and  as  a  result  of  not  being  trapped  foul  air 
enters  the  bathroom.  I  have  pointed  out  that  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  fixing  a  trap  and  the 
provision  of  an  anti-syphonage  pipe. 

I  have  also  had  a  number  of  complaints  respecting  dampness  of  walls  and  offensive  stuffy 
smells  in  the  interior  of  cottages.  They  have  mostly  come  from  tenants  residing  in  cottages 
which  were  erected  years  ago.  The  dampness  and  smells  complained  of  may  be  attributed  to 
three  causes: — the  absence  of  a  damp-proof  course;  defective,  or  want  of,  spouting  at  eaves, 
and  proper  water-tight  down  corners;  and  in  some  cases  to  the  blocking  up  of  ventilating  grids 
under  boarded  floors.  The  grids  were  inoperative  through  tenants  covering  them  up  with  earth, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  border  for  growing  plants  and  flowers  against  the  external  wall, 
thereby  preventing  a  free  current  of  air  from  circulating  under  the  floors.  As  a  result  dry-rot 
had  set  in  occasioned  by  the  moist  and  stagnant  air  being  confined,  thus  forming  a  Nidus,  for 
the  propagation  of  a  fungus  growth,  which  had  eaten  itself  slowly  but  surely  into  the  substance 
of  the  joists  and  boards,  destroying  the  floor  and  producing  the  noxious  smells  complained  of. 
Where  this  cause  was  discovered  the  tenants  were  requested  to  remove  the  soil,  so  as  to  allow  a 
free  circulation  of  air  under  the  floor. 

Drainage. — Drains  have  been  orovided  to  13  houses  which  had  no  proper  means  of  drainage, 
new  systems  have  also  been  provided  in  connexion  with  eight  farmsteads  situate  in  various  parts 
of  your  district. 

Filtration  Of  Sewage. — Mr.  J.  Howarth,  of  Hankelow  Hall,  in  an  interview  I  had  with  him, 
asked  me  if  I  could  suggest  any  effectual  methods  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  at  his  property 
situate  in  Hatherton.  I  suggested  the  construction  of  a  filtration  gutter  on  Dr.  Poore’s 
principle  and  supplied  a  plan  and  details  indicating  the  method  of  construction.  My  advice  was 
acted  on  and  a  firm  of  Builders,  in  Nantwich,  were  instructed  to  construct  the  gutter 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted.  The  process  has  been  in  operation  for  several 
months  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 
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Lower  Hall  Cate.  The  filters  which  I  designed  and  had  put  down  at  Tower  Hall  Gate  some 
time  ago  I  am  informed  are  working  satisfactorily. 

Cesspit  Privies.  25  cesspit-privies  have  been  abolished  and  pail  closets  substituted  in 
lieu  thereof. 

Paving  of  Yards. — The  back  yards  belonging  to  33  dwelling-houses  have  been  re-paved 
with  blue  bricks. 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses.— The  workshops  and  bakehouses  have  been  periodically 
visited,  and  five  informal  notices  have  been  served  upon  occupants  requiring  them  to  lime-wash 
their  premises. 

Fowls,  etc. — I  have  had  to  call  the  attention  of  several  tenants  to  nuisances  occasioned  by 
keeping  fowls  and  domestic  pets  too  near  their  dwellings.  I11  such  cases  they  are  a  source  of 
danger  especially  where  the  runs,  etc.,  are  neglected  and  periodical  lime  washing  not  carried  out. 

Water  Analysis. — Two  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis.  One  was  certified  as 
being  a  good  but  a  hard  water,  the  other  taken  from  the  well  at  Barthomley  Schools  was  certified 
as  being  unfit  for  domestic  use.  Fifty-one  certificates  have  been  granted  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act  1878. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  material  im¬ 
provements  have  been  carried  out  in  a  number  of  them.  Impervious  floors  have  been  constructed, 
cement  dados  formed  on  internal  walls  so  as  to  render  them  impervious  and  proper  means  of 
drainage  provided. 

Four  Licenses  have  been  granted  to  applicants  after  their  premises  have  been  made  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  slaughter-house  bye-laws.  A  number  of  carcases  which  were  examined  by  request 
and  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit  for  human  food,  were  voluntarily  destroyed  by  the  persons 
that  had  dressed  them.  Three  Knackers’  Licences  were  also  granted  to  applicants.  Two  cases 
of  prosecution  of  butchers  for  preparing  diseased  meat  for  sale  were  successfully  undertaken. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — All  infectious  diseases  reported  have  had  prompt  attention  and  the 
necessary  measures  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Pollution  of  Ditches. — Eight  cases  of  nuisances  arising  from  the  pollution  of  ditches  by 
sewage  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Statutory  Notices. — Five  statutory  notices  have  been  served  upon  owners  of  property,  re¬ 
quiring  them  to  abate  nuisances  in  connection  therewith,  and  in  each  case  they  have  been  complied 
with.  A  large  number  of  informal  notices  have  been  served  upon  owners  of  property,  directing 
their  attention  to  nuisances  occasioned  in  most  cases  by  minor  defects,  and  a  number  of  personal 
interviews  held,  which  have  ended  satisfactorily. 

Overcrowding.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported.  Immediate  action  was  taken  to 
abate  the  nuisance. 

Scavenging. — The  number  of  closets  scavenged  by  contract  during  the  year  is  as  follows: — 
Haslington  257,  Church  Coppenhall  58,  Audlem  161,  Wistaston  61,  Willaston  534.  The  work 
generally  speaking  has  had  due  attention. 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Of  Calcium.— Licences  to  store  Petrol  and  Carbide  of  Calcium  were 
granted  to  two  applicants  after  your  Council  had  been  satisfied  that  the  places  proposed  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  were  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JOHN  STOREY. 

February  20th ,  1906. 


